- 3 1 L)

~

‘ The.Etvenin_c World Dafly Magazine, Tue-odav.' July 13, 1915

.

S ] P .
¥ . gyl

Author of “TAREA

§ TN TS a e e e e e

fOnarright, the Frank A, Munsey Oommmng)

FENOPRIA OF PRECEDING OMAPTERS,

& AT man, loves I8 joved Natul,
e hnﬂtr" Na Y

\‘I'._. dhwvthl-al_ |1= L,
=

. e, #E . m"&'m
CHAPTER III.

(Continned )

A Real Cave Woman.
‘ [ | CARCE breathing, she lay
‘ | listening. Was it man or
beast thal roamed through

J the deserted haunts of her
tribe? Higher and higher
W the face of the olif came the
sound of the midnight prowiar.
That the creaturs, whatever it was,
was making a systematic search of
the oaves seemad all too apparent,
Tt would be but a question of minutes
before it would reach her hiding
place,
Nat-ul grasped her knifq more firm-
1y. The sounds ceased upon the ledge
directly beneath her.
Then, after a few momentas, they
#ere resumed, but to the girl's re-
llef they mnow retreated down the
stesp bluff. Pressntly they ceased
eantirely, and though It was hours
before she could guiet her fears, she
at last fell into n deep slumber.
At dawn Nu, the son of Nu, awoks.
He ross and wstretched himself,
standing In the glure of the new sun
upon the ledge before his cave, Fifty
feet above him slept the girl he loved,
Nu gathered up his weapons and his
bear skin and moved silently down
to the spring where he quenched his
thirst.
Then ha passad through the jungle
to the sba. Here ho removed his loin.
cloth and the skin that covered his
shoulders and waded into the surf, In
his right hand he held his knife, for
t reptiles Inhubited the Restloss

Carefully ha bathed, keoping a wary
tch for enemies In the water or
upon the land behind.
In him was no fear, for he knew no
existence than that which
ht present at any moment the
nedsasity of battling for his life with
some slimy creaturs of the deep, or
gﬂr ferocious denizen of the jun-
o

A

r the hills,

Nu it was but a part of the day's
work.
#HWis aMutions completed the troglo-
dyte replaced his loin-eloth and his
shagkgy fur, took up his weapons and
hin burden and set forth upon the trall
of his tather's people. And above him,
as he passed ngain nlong the foot of
the cliff, the woman that he loved
alept In lgnorance of his presence,
hén at last Nat-ul awoke the sun
was high in the heavens, ~
Tha girl came cautipusly down the
eliff face, looking first in one direc-
tion and then another, oftéen pausing
for severnl minutes at a time to listen,
All about her were the nolses of the
jungle and the sea and the alr, for
great birds and horrid wingoed reptilos
threatoned primeéval-man &g sorely
from above as did the carnivéra of
the land from his own plane.
Bhe came 1o the spring In safety
apd sed on Into the jungle in
asarch of food, for she was half fam-
ished. Fruits and vegetablea and the
egg® of birds wera what she sought.
nor was #he long In satisfying the
eravings of her appetite, Nature was
infinitely more bountiful in those days
than at the present, for she had in-
finitely more numerous and often far
greater stomachs to satiafy then than

tw'l:llolﬂ passed through the jungls
to the beach. Shn had wanted to
bathe, but alone sha dared not, Now
she stood wondering in which dlrec-
tion the tribe had gone, Hhe knew
that ordinarily If they had been trav-
elling elther north or south they
would follow the hardepncked sand of
the beich, for there the travelling was
sasiosl, but the tide would hava
washed away thelr spoor long befora
th;;'_. had seen signa of thelr passa
narth beside the jungie, but the trall
was an old, well-worn one traversed
dally by many fost, &0 sha had not
hatn able to guess from [t that it con-
tained the guide to the direction har
A taken,
p':f':n?.mna upon the beach trying
to reason out her future plans It be-
oams apparent that If tha triba had
s north she would have met them
om herreturn from the Barren Cliffs
srday, and so, as sha had

hem must have gone south,
¥ Al!:l"!':ytbe torned har own fool-
south away from her peopls and
from Nu, tha son of "3'.
THAPTER IV.
On the Trail of Nat-ul.
AT-UL kept to the bench ns
s tramped southward.
T'pop her right waa the
" junmle, upon her jeft the
gront sea, stretching away
. w not whither,
.h';ok::r jt represented the boundary
of the world—all Beyond was an ap-
ling waste ol water,
p';'o the southeast she could sge the
outiines of Islands, They were
millar wbjects, yer shrouded "1’:
o Lery Often  they formed
mg., of wunversation among her
peope n them? Werse
was thera upo
|h={hrt|‘hahnmn And, If so, kwo{; tnl::a
creatures men and women like the

were as full of

solves?
To Nat-ul they as are the stars

nl lﬁ:e:‘:rt';.:t. but sho knew leas
.?lhg!l than we do of the countless
:nmam islands that dot the allent
son of space—they Were further from
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Tt was evident that they had but
Just arrived after a long march,

They differed In many ways from
any people she had ever scen, Thelr
rhing wera of the less @angsrous ani-
mais—thoss which fed upon grasses,
Thelr head-dreases bore the horns of
bulls and antelope, giving them, alto-
gether, A most feursoms aspect,

Bu;lt “p:“ 1.111'::1;l l:;biutlot? and the
work upon whic oy were angaged
which caused Nat-ul the gregtest
wonderment. Their caves wers not
caves at all,

They wern constructed of a number
of long sapiin Isaned inward
agailnst ons anothér in a circle and
covered aboul with skins and brush,
or the great fronds of glant palms as
well nag those of the plant’ which Is
known to-day, as it was in Nat-ul's
time, as elephant's ear becauss of Its
resemblance to that portion of the
greal pachyderm,

The weapons of thesa people wers
unlike those with which Nat-ul was
familiar.

The stone axe was of a different
shape, and the spear was much short-
or and stéuter, ita polnt belng barbed
and having one end of a long, piaited
sinew rops tied to It, while the bal.
ance of the rops waa fastensd In &
coll at the warrior's side.

Nat-ul knew pothing of fisherfolk.

Her own peopla often caught fish.
Bometimes they speared them with
their light spears, but they did not
mnke a business of fishing, So sha
did not know that the spears of thess
strangers answerad the doubls pur-
pose of waapons of warfare and har-

poonns.

What Interested her most, how-
ever, was the strange work upon
which many of the peopls wers en-
gaged.

They had eut down a number of
large trees, which they had chopped
and burned Into different lengths,
from fifteon to twenty feet. With their
sione axes they had hewn away the
bark and heavier growth along the
upper surface of the logs

The softer, pithy centres had besn
seooped out and fres bullt within.

Nat-ul could not but wonder at the
purpose of all this labor. Ehs &v
the men and women tending the -
carefully, extinguishing with water
any biass that sdemed threatening to
plerce too far from the centre of a
troe,

Deesper and deepor the flames als
until there remained but a thin outer
husk of fire-hardened wood.

Bo intent was the girl t
strange sights befors her tha
not note the approach of & + ¥
warrlor from the junkle at har
and a litle behind ber
bison hide fell from his shoulds a
h‘” drugging upon the groudd

im.

Upon his head the skull of the bull
fitted fArmly—a primitive helmst
clothed in its drigd skin and with the
short, stout horns protruding at right
angles from his temples

In Gis rlght hand was the stout har-
poon and mt his walst the coll of
sinew rope,” The robe, Talllng away
in front, disclosed a well-knit, mus-
cular figure, naked Lut for a loin
cloth of doeskin In which were stuck
his #tone knife and axe.

For geveral minutes he stood watch-
ing the girl, his eyes glowing at the
beauties of her profile and lithe,
graceful fgure. Then, very cautious-
1y, he érept toward her. It was Tur
of the Boat Bullders,

Never in his life hod Tur looked
upon & more beautiful woman. To
#te her was to want her. Tur must
own ber. He was almost upon her
when a dried twig snapped beneath
hin tread,

Like a startled antelope, Nat-ul was
upon her feast,

At the same Instant Tur leaped for-
ward to selwe her. Bhe was between
him and the camp she had been
waltching.

To run~toward them would have
meant certaln capture,

Like a shot shas wheeled right Into
Tur's outstretched arms, but as they
closed to grasp har they encireled but
empty nir. Nat-ul had ducked he-
neath the young warrlor's sager am-
brace and was fleeing north along
the beach like a frightened deer,

After her sprang Tuar, calling upon
her to stop: but with terror-gonded
speed the fleet-footed Nat-ul raced on.

A hundred paces behind her came
Tur. For a short distance she might
outsirip him, he knew, but in tHe end
his mightier muscles would prevall,
Already she was lagging.

No longer was the diatanee botween
them growing. Boon It would lessen,
He would close up upon her—and
then!

To the north of the Barren Cliffs

Nu overlook the tribe of Nu, hia
Lther.
He came upon them during a per-
lod of rest, and as he proached he
noted the constraint of thelr man-
ners as they greeted him. The young
women looked at him with sorrowine
eyes, HIN young warrlor friends did
not amlle as he called thelr names in
paasing.

Stralght to Nu, his father, he went,
as became a returning warrior, He
found the chief sitting with Tha he.
fore w small fire where a ptarmigan,
clayv-wrapped, was ronsting.

Hisn father rose and grected him,

' father's heart
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There was & pleasure In the older
man’s eyer at might of his son, but no
smile upon his IIFI. He glanced at the
head and pelt of Ur,

“Oo did not return ™ he asked,

“Oo did not return,” replied the

son.

Nu, the son of Nu, looked about
among the women and ohildren and
the uneasy warriors. She he scught
was not there. His mother came and
kissed him as 4id TTna, his sister.

“Where Is Nat-ul?™ asked Nu, tha
son of Nu,

Hisn mother and his sister looked at
ons another and then at his father.
Nu, the chief, looked at T™ha. Tha
ross and came befors tha young man,
He lald his hand upon the other's
shoulder.

“Since your mother bors you,” he
sald, "always have I loved you—
loved you second only to Aht, my awn
son. Bome day 1 hoped that you
would become my son, for [ saw that
you loved Nat-ul, my daughter. But
now Nat-ul has gone away with Hud,
We know not how It happensd, but
Ra-el, the daughter of Kor, says that
she went willingly." He got no fur-
ther. .

“It Is m lia!" erled Nu, the son of
Nu. “Nat-ul never went willingly
with Hud or any other, When did
they go? Whither went they? Tell
me, and 1 will follow and bring buck
Nat-ul, and with her own lips she
will give Ra-el tha lle.

“1 will bring her back If she still
lives, but unless she escaped Hud she
is dead, for she would have died
rather than mate with another than
Nu, the son of Nu. 1 have spoken.
Which way went they?”

No one could tell him.

All that they knew was that when
the tribe set out from thelr old dwell-
ingn Hud and Nat-ul counld not be
found, and then Ra-#l had come for-
ward and sald that the two had fled
together, When he questioned Ra-el
he could glean nothing mors from her,
but she stuck obstinatgly to her an-
sertion that Nat-ul bad gone willingiy.

“And wil Nu, the son of Nu, be
such a fool as to follow after & wom-
an swho has chosen another mata
when there are those as beautiful
whom Nu, the son of Nu, could have
for the asking?" she said.

At her words the young man saw
the motive behind her statement that
Nat-ul had run away voluntarily with
Hud, and now he was more positive
than ever that the girl did not speak
the truth,

Her words recalled many little oc-
currences in the past that had slipped
by unnoticed at a time when all his
thoughta wera of the splendid Nat-ul.
It was evident that Ra-el would have
Iiked Nu for herself,

The young man returned to his
father's slde,

“I go,” he sald, "nor shall 1 return
until I know the truth.”

The older man laid his hand upon
the shoulder of the younger.

“Go, my son'" he nhl;
goen with you."
In sllence Nu, the son of Nu, re-
traced hin steps southward toward the
Barren Cliffs, It was his Intention to
return Mrecty to the former\dwell-
ings of his people and there ‘iurch
out the spoor of Hud and Nat-

A great rage burned In his heart an
he thought of the foul deed that Hud
had done. The tribe of Nu had
progressed far beyond the status of
the beasts.

They acknowledged certain proparty
rights, among them the inallenable
right of the man to his mate, and,
koing & step further, the right of the
woman to mate as she chose,

That Nat-ul hud chosen teo mate
with Hud, Nu would not for & mo-
ment admit. He knew the courageous
nature of the girl; and knowing It,
Knew that had she preferred Hud to
him she would have mated with the
man of her cholce openly afier the
manner of the tribe. : N

No, Nat-ul would never have run
off with uny man—=pot even himself!

Half way up tha face of tha Barren
Cliffs Nu was arrested by a faint
moan, coming aparently from a cave
at his right. Hs had no time to de-
vote to the pleasures of the chase, but
there was a human note in the sound
that he had heard that brought him
up all suddenly alert and listening.

After x moment It was repeated,

No, thera could be no doubt of jt—
that sound came only from a human
thront. Cautiously Nu orept toward
the mouth of the cave from which
the moaning seemed to Issus. At the
entrance he came to n sudden halt at
the sighl that mat his eyes,

There, in the half light of tha an-
trance, lny Hud in a pool of blood.
The man was breathing feebly, Nu
called him by nams, Hud openad his
fVeS,

When he saw who stood over him
he shrugged his shoulders and lay
still, ax though to say, “tha worst has
already been done to me—you can do
no maore!"

“Where is Nat.ul?" asked Nu

Hud shook his head. Nu knelt he-
alde him ralsing hix head in his arma.

“Where Is Nat-tul, man?"' he eried,
shaking thes dving warrior. “Tell me
before you dia. I do not ask if she
went with you willingly, for T know
that she did not—all T ask s what
have yvou dons with her? Dossa she
Hya? And If aha lives, whare {s ahe?"

Hud tried to speak. The effort cost
him dear. But as last he managed
to whisper a faw words.

"She—dld—this'" he panted. ““Then
ahe—went—awny. don't—know—""
he masped, and died.

Nu dropped him hack upon tha
stone floor of the cave and ran out
upon the ledge. He searched about
the face of the cliff, even golng down
upon all fours sod creeping from

“your

lsdge to ledge, ofténtimea with his
nose close to the trall—sniMng.

After haif an hour of going back
and forth over the same ground and
following & roocky asoent upward
toward the summit of the clif A
dosen times, as though proving and
reproving the correctness of his de-.
ductions, Nu at last set forth noross
the Barren Cliffs and down onto the
beach beside the Hestless Sea.

Hera he found the spoor more
:llllﬂ! marked in many nbove

igh tide wiere Nat-ul's little sandals
had jeft their legible record in the
soft loam or upon the higher sand
that the water had not reached.

The way led southward, and south-
ward hurried Nu, the son of Nu,
Btralght to the old dwellings led the
trall,

There Nu found evidencs that Nat-
ul had spent the night in a cave
above the one In which he bhad slept,
There was the had of grasses and a
trace of the dellcate aroma that our
blunted sense of smell could never
have detected, but which was plain
to Nu, and deliciously familinr,

A pang of regret seised him as he
realised that his Nat-ul had been s0
closs to him, and that he had un-
wittingly permitted hor to remain
alons and unprotected amidst the
countless dangers of (heir savage
world, and to go forth, nons knew
where, Into other myriad dangers,

Reaturning to the foot of tha cliff, he
onea more camas upon ths girl's spoor,

Agaln iL led south nlong the beach,
Bwiftly he followed it until It satopped
beltind & littls clump of bushes at the
top of & rise In the ground. Before
Nu realizged that this was ths south-
ern limit of the trall he had sean the
village beyond and the prople engaged
in what to him seemed siranges oc-
cupation.

He knew thdt the same sight had
brought Nat-ul to a halt a fow hours
hefore, and now he saw where shoe
had lain upon Wer stomach watching,
Just as he was watching.

For a few minutes he lay observ-
ing the workers and seeking through
the litle cluster of skin and thatoh
shelterm for somo sign that Nat-ul
waps a prisoner there,

Nu ad never seen a boat or
guessed that such w thing might be.

His people had been huniers from
time tmmemorial. They had gome
down from the great plateaus far In-
land but a few generations since,
Then for the fArat time had his fore-
fathers seen the ocean,

As vet they had not met with any
need that required them (o navigate
ita waters, nor had they come in con-
tact with the Boat Huilders who dwelt
far south at the mouth of a great river
that emptied Into the Mestless Sea,

Now for the first time Nu saw both
the boats and the Hoat Bullders,

For the firat time he saw artificial
shelters, and to Nu they seemcd frall
and uncomfortable things by comparl-
#on with his eternal caves. The Boat
Bullders had been several days In this
new caomp. What had driven them wo
far north or'tlmr ancestral home, who
MmAyY guess

n’trlhal feud, perhaps; or tha birth
of n new force that was to drive them
and their progeny ucross the face of
the world in restiess wanderings to
the end of time—the primitive wan-
derlust from which so many of us
suffer and yst would not forego.

As he watched, Nu saw that of all
the workers one tall young glant ja-
bored most rapldly.

His haste seemed almost verging
upon frﬁnt{} Nu wondered what he
ecould be about upon the felled trea
trunk that required so much exertion.
Nu did not like work of that nature,
It is true that he had never done any
manual lnbor ontaide the needs of the
chase, but Iintuitively he knew that
he disliked it.

He was a hunter, a warrior, and
even then, in his primitive and un-

tutored mind, there arose n species of
contempt for e drudge.

At last, timag of watching, he
turned his attention again to the
spoor he had been following. Where
had Nat-ul gone after Iving here he-
hind these hushes?

Where was she now?

CHAPTER V.

Among the Boat-Builders.

' crawled about until he
saw evidences of the girl's

N quick leap to her feet and

her rapld flight, Then It

was he came upon the foot-
prints of Tur. Now Nu's blood ran
hot. It surged through his heart and
pounded against his temples—Nat-
us, his Nat-ul wos In danger!

He paw where the girl had dodged
past the man.

Ho saw digtinetly In the sand the
marka of Tur's quickly turning foot-
n'epi ua he wheeled in pursult. e
saw that the two had heen running
rapldly along the beach toward the
north—the man following the girl,
and then, to his surprise, he naw that
the man had come to a sudden atop,
had taken A few steps forward, stood
for some tlme looking seaward and
then turned and ruced back toward
the stranxe camp at breakneck
speed,

And the girl's trafl had continued
toward the north for perhaps a hun-
dred paces beyond the polnt at which
the man had halted. Nu followed (it
eanlly-—they were fresh signa sinoe
the last high tide, nlone and un-
crosmed upon a wide wstretch of
amooth, white sand,

Nu followed the dainty Imprints of
Natoul's swiftly flying littis fest for
& hundred pacea beyond the end of
tha man's pursuit—and came to a
dead, bawildersd halt,

The footprints ended abruptly upon
the beach midw hat the oosan
and the jungle. About (hem was only
an sxpanss of unbroken sand, They
simply ceased, that was all.

They did not double back wupon
themaselves,

They did not enter the ocean. They
did not approach the jungle. They
stopped as though Nat-ul had sudden-
Iy boen swallowad by a great hole in
the beach, But there was no hole.

Nu halted and looked about in every
direction.

There was no trace of any lvl
thing about. Where had Nat-ul gons
What haed become of her? M the
footprints of the man who had pur-
susd her reached the point upon the
sand where hera ended, Nu would
have concluded that he had ploked
her up and carried her back to his
village; but the man had been a hun.
dred paces behind Nat-ul when her
trall ceased, nor had he approached
closer to the apot.

And when he had returnsd to his
villags he had done so at a rapld run,
and the lightness of his spoor In.
dieated that he had not been

burdensd with a heavy load,
For some time Nu stood In be.
wilderad thought, but at Ilast ha

turned back toward the villags of the
Bont Bullders. Nu knew little of the
supsrnatural, and so he turnsad Arst
to the nearest material and natural
causs of Nat-ul's disappearanca that
he could conceive—the man who had
pursued her,

And that man had returned to the
villagen of the strangers who wara
dilligently burning and scooping the
hearts out of fellad trees,

Nu returned to the vantage aof tha
bush befora the village. Hers ha lay
down agaln to wateh—he was posl-
tive that in soma way thess people
weare responaible for the disappear-
lﬂ of Nat-ul.

ey knew whera she was; and
judging by his own estimates of the
girl ha knéw that the man who had
sean her and pursusd her would not
lightly relinquiah his attempis to ob-
tiin hant

Nu had wseen thes women of the

strungers—beside his Nat-al they
looked like the shes of the ape-folk,
No, the mun would seek to follow and
capture the radiant stranger,
P Nuo wished that he could guess
which of the men It was who had
chaged Nat-ul. Something told him
thut It was the young mlant who
worked with such Mtglh haste, so
Nu watohed him most closely,

Al lnst Tur's boat whs completed,

The centras of the treas the Boal
Hullders geiected for thelr craft were
soft, and easily burned and scooped.
he fires kindled in the hollowed
trunk served u dauble purpose—they
wte away the harder lons nearer
the outside and nt the same time
tended to harden what remained,

The result wes & r‘rlr light and
slanch dugout.

When Tur's boat was finished he
called to several of the other werkers.
These came and lending a hand with
Tur dragged the hollowed log down
to tbo'u'hulﬂl. Ona“o‘!l tha women
oame & long stl arger at one
end than the other, apnd with o
large end flattened upon both siden

It wan a paddle. Tur tossed this
into the boat and them rmlﬂ:
through the surf nhe launched -his
primitive craft upon the crest of a
receding roller, leaped In, and selzing
the paddie strueck out vigorously
ugninst the next |ncoming wave,

Nu watched him with wide eyon,

His estimate of the man rose In
leaps and bounds, Here was sport!
And Nu did not have to attempt the
feat he had witnessed to know that it
required skill and courage. Only a
brave man would venture the perils
of the awful waters.

Where was he golng?

Nu saw that he paddled siraight
out Into the sea. In the distance wers
the islands. Could he be gol to
these? Nu, from childhood, had al-
ways longed to explore those distint
launds of mywtery,

Thens people had found a way,
Nu hud lesrped something--an asro-
plane  could not  have presented
greater wonders 1o him than did this
crinde dugout,

For o while he watohed the man
and the little boat.

They grew amaller and smaller as
wind, tide and the sturdy strokes of
the paddler carrled the hollowed log
further out to sea. 'Then Nu turned
hix attention once more to the other
workers,

Ho naw that they, too, wers rapldly
completing thelr boats.

They wers lalking back and forth
among  themaelves, ralsing thelr
volees, ax they wara soattersd ovar a
considerabla distanca about the vil-
lage. Nu caught & word now and then,

The language was similar to his
own. He discoverad that they wers
talking about tha man who had just
departad, and about his ventures, Nu
wanted te hear more,

He enrt cautiousiy to his right into
the Jungle, cireling about until he was
in the rear of the camp.

Then he approached through the
denss vagetation to the little elearing
the strangers had made about thelr
shelters, An he red through the
curtain of tangied crespars that hid
him from thelr view he saw the camp
mors closely.

Hes saw ths ring of ashes that sur-
rounded it—thes remains of tha noc-
turnal fires that kept off the beasts
of prey by night. He saw the cook-
Ing Are hefors each rude shelter,
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He saw the pols of clay—something
new to him.

He saw the women and the children
and the men, They did not differ
greatly from his own peopls, though
their garments and weapons were din-
similar. And now he could bear all
their conversatlon.

“Hhe must be beautiful,” a man
wis saying, “or Tur would not
venture across Lhis sirange water to
thoss unknown lands in search of
her” and he grinned broadly, casting
a knowing glance nl & young woman
who sat scraping. scraping, soraping
with a bit of aharpenad fAint upon
the hide of an aurochs, pegged out
pon the ground before her,

The young woman looked up with

an ugly scowl.
‘Lat him bring har baek,” wshs
longar ha

oried, "and she will no

beautiful. This will T do to her face,”
and ashe
upon the skin.

‘“Tar was very angry when she
sacaped him,” continued the man.
“He almost had his hands upon her;
but he will find her, though whether
thers will be enough left of her (o
bring back s hard to say I, myself,
rather doubt it and think that it la s

foolish things=for Tur to wasts his
tima thus"

Nu was nonplused. Could it be
possible that the man they called Tur
wan pursuing Nat-ul to thoss distant
lala ! How could Nat-ul be thers?

It wan Imposalble,

And yet there seomed little doubt
from the conversation he had overs
heard that the man was following
some woman across the water to the
mystavious lands—a woman ha had
Just surprised and chassd that very
dayv, and who had eluded him

Who elss could It ba Nat-ul?

CHAPTER VI.
The Fight in the Surf.
NESENTLY all the boats are
) completed, and ona by one
- the men drag them down
| close to tha water. Theay
lald In them their paddies,
their axes and thelr harpoons, just
& Tur had before he departed.

Nu watches them with feverish Ine
terast. At last all have been launcted
and are being paddied vigorously be-
yond the surf. In the comparatively
smoother water the boats turn to-
ward the north and south, scattering.

Evidently they are not bound for
the distant islands.

Niu meen a warrior rise suddenly in
the bow BY one of the boats and hurl
his spear quickly into the water. Im-
mediately thers Is & groat commotion
in tha boat and in the water bealdas it.
There are tlires men In sach boal,

Two In the boat Nu s watching
paddls frantically away from the
thing that lashes the sea besids them,
Nu guessed what had ocourred, The
spearman had buried hia weapon In
soms huge coreature of ths dedp, and
the battle was on.

They were too far out for Nu to
sew the detalls of the gonflict, but he
saw the boat towed swiftly by the
wounded creature as (t raced toward
the um:::.ﬂq:m moml pull

an &
g".w into the flesing thing. e

He understood now why these men
tied their spear-heads to long ropes,
He saw the sadden commotion in the
dugout as the hunted turned upon the
huntors. He suw the wwift stroke of
& mighty flipper as it rose from the
water and fell across the boat.

He saw the other boats hurrying
toward the scene of battle, but before
they reaghed the spot all was quist
save for two pieces of bobbing tres
trunk and the head and shoulders of a
single man who clung to one of them.
A few minutes later he was draggod
Into another boat, and the fesl diw-
perand aguin to search out other prey,

Soon all were out of might beyond a
promontory but w single craft which
fished before the vill "

Thess men evidently sousht lens
formidable game, and Nu could wses

that from the lnmlni‘m they wore
dragging In great h almost as
rapidly as they could hurl their

weapons, Moon the boat was com-
letely filled, and with their great
ond the men panddied slowly Inshore.

An they cams u sudden resolution
formed in Nu's mind. Ths alght of
the dangerous sport upon the waters
had filled bim with a strong desire to
emulats thess strangers, byt greater
than that was the power of anothar
sugkestion which the idea held forth,

Au the men drugked the boat upon
the beach the women ocame down to
mert them, carrying greal bags of
bull hide sewn with bullock sinews,
Into these they thered tha fish,
dragring their loads over the grognd
towurd thelr camp fires,

The men, thelr day's work evidently
finished, mtratched out bensath the
shade of treas to sleep,

This was the time! Nu maved
stealthlly to his hands and kneas. Ha
grasped hia long spsar and his stonas
nux tightly in his handa. The boat lay
upon the open beach.

Thare was no near point where ha
might reach It undetected by the
women. The alternative rather ap-
pealed to Nu's warlike nature, It was
nothing lesa than rushing directly
through the village

He cams to his fest and advanced
lightly among the shelters,

No need to glve the alarm befors
he was detected. He waa directly
behind the young woman who scraped

foll to meraping viclously .

-
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the auroch's skin. She Jid not hear
his lght footfall,

A by, now wsitting hy her sida
playing with the auroch's tali, looked
uwp to seo the stranger close upon
him. He lunged toward his mother
with a lusty shriek,

. Instantly the camp was in commo-

o

No need now for stealth, With a
war whoop that might have sprunsg
from & score of lusty lungs Nu
leapod through the village among (ha
frightened women and the startled
men, awakened rudely from their

“p.

HStraight toward the bBoat ran Nu,
and upon his heels raced the thres
wnrriors.

‘One waa coming teward him from
the side. He was quite clowe, ma
dlose that he came upon Nu At the
same Instant that the latter reachod
the boat. Thae two fell upon one an-
other with thelr great axes, but Nu,
the sbn of Nu, was & mighty warrior,

He dodged the blow of the other's
axe, and hefore his adversary could
ricaver himself to deliver a sscond
Nu's weapon fell upon his skull,
r;ula‘::lnn It as If 1t had been an egE-
ahe

Now Nu salsed the hoat and
drageed It toward the waler an ha
had meen the strangers do. But he
had taken but a half domen steps
when ha was forced to turn and de.
fend himself agninst the remalning
warrlors.

With savage howls they wers upon
him, thalr women huddled upon the
beach behind them shouting wild eries
of sncouragement to thelp men and
deflance to the enemy. Nu aban«
doned the hoat and rushed to meet
hin antagonists.

Hin long spoar, thrown with the

awer of his mighty muscles,

hrou tha body of the foremost
Boat lider who was upon the point
of hurling his stout harpoon at Nu.
Down went the harpooner. 1'p rose
a chorus of howla and lamentations
from tha women,

Now the second warrior elosed upon
the troglodyte,

It wan too closs for spear work, and
#o  the fellow droppsd his heavy
woapon and leaped 1o cloge quarters
With his knife, Down the two men
wont into the knes-deep water, strik-
Ing at ons nnother with their knives
as they sought death holds with thelr
frea handa,

A great roller rumbled In upon
them, turning them over and over as
It carried them up the beach! still
they fought, spluttering and choking
In the salty brine; but when Lhe wave
roceded It left & corpse behind It upon
the beach, stabbed through and
through the great halry chest by the
long, keen knifa of Nu, the son of Nu,

The cave-man ross, dripping, to his
feet and turned back toward the sea.
Tlil:vh rﬂllnr had carried the boat out
w .

awept the little tree

mighty whack upon the very |
The blow, had it tonched U
would have splintersd It
wood, For a few minutes
was  churned to  white,
stained by the creature's
thrashed about
Then, as Nu
canaed and
upon its side,

On went Nu, paddil
:::lblod energy um"&-

What he expecied to
Journey's end he could
told, t Nat-ul was thers
not MC'FRM

rou

tho as he wo
he mlduzot make

capt ns & t"k
u'unl.GNu-dM ‘
‘np;wm to find upon thia

an
The wind had risen
since Nu set oul upon Mg
Journey.
Already the waves wers |
high, tpped wi white,
inland lay =t :

fortunale quarry swam
Through  Innumerable

lean-cut

Nu hunz lh:“l‘m:mr“ -4

iS5 SOy &
0 " m n

rodﬂa that t hrl been

the same feot that

ul upon the mainland h, i
The trall 108 around & peshy 2o
ontory into a deep and sombre gorgh.
U'p the centry of it followed The"

course of a

downward tow [ =
From time to time the .
;‘rllloutly essayed to scale the

rot upon one side and then

other, but each

The women, furibus now at the®doned attemp
death of thelr thres men, for- tles and dangers of the
ward to drag down the victol, Hav. grags, :
nge oreatures they ware, but littls  To Nu The ascent would hava

loas winlster than thelr
long hair streamed In the wind.

Their

Their faces were distorted by rage {lme after

and batred,
their taunts and insults and chal-
lenges: but Nu did not want to battle
with them,

Instead he dove Into the surf and
struck out for the drifting boat. Hiw
apear was lost, but he clung to his
ax, His knife he had returned to his
gee-string.

Thoy ran Into the water to their
waints, but Nu was beyond their
reach.

In & moment more he had eome to
the side of the boal. Tossing in his
ax he clamuored over the side, scarge
arcaping  owerturning the hollowed
log, Once safsly within, he took up
the paddle, an unaccustomed Imple-
ment, and, fashioning his strokes
after those of 1the men he
watched, he made heoadway from t
shors. 8

The tide and the wind helped him,
but he found, teo, that he gquickly
mastered the art of paddling.

First he discovered that when he

ddled exclumively upon the aide of

s apear head the boat turned In the
opposite direction, and so he under-
wlood why the bostmen had paddied
witernately upon one side ahd the
other, hen he did this the eoraft
kept a tralghter course in the direc-
tion hon wished o go—Iihe  distant
lond of mystery,

Halt way across the waler that
upread betwoen the mainland and the
nenrest  luland a monstrous shaps
loomed suddenly close to the Bont's
wide,

A long neck, surmounted by a huge

reptillan heud, shot above the sur.
face, and wide gaping jaws opened to
#elze the paddler. Protruding eyes
glared down upon him, and then the
thing wtruck. u dodged to one side
and atruck bhack with his kuife,
. With a hiss and soream the creat-
ure dove beneath the surface only to
reappear . moment later upon Lhe op-
posite slde of the boat.

Blood flowed from the knife wound
In Its neck. Asain It snarped at the
man-—aguin the knife found Its neck
us Nu erouched to one side to #lude
the guping Jaws. Onos more the thing
dove, and almost simultaneously a
mighty tall rose high vy, v the water
phove the man's Pll‘ld.d

Nu seiged the paddle and drove tha
boat forward just as that territio
engine of destruction fell with a
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By Eleanor Schorer

Nat-ul and her peuple than ls Mars
'r‘imbo“:i was as utterly unknown to
Nr-ull:-l ufun.rl‘;:f;—.‘;muud nhead I p
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Thay sereamtd aloud tance from the base of

' fae il e
tent t 1
antion to > at 8 r _I

* woman he

& simple matter, and so he

baok

why the had turned
o/ clambaring but a she

Tur was not & oliff dweller.
I ml. N lh“ bealde the .
avel river valley
A country 'cu eliffs
caves wers the exceplion rather
the rule, s0 he had had but lte
tise lp cll of this sort,
Finaily, at the head of the
h. ";',""J;'“ to :‘uﬂ
nlopa, here,
naged to clamber out
tublelasd that stretched
summit.
Across this the trall led,
suddenly toward tha west at
of another ravine,

with which the 'ﬂ
right Indicated to that

the

o

o investigate,
Could he here have

t? Was e
In pursualt Mt-ul—ﬂ "t
deed, ahe? Was he sven now in

sopsalon of her?
Nu, too, wheelod to t
rnoed along the well-

Hince he had come u : ¥
of Tur, Nu's {pdis
wreater than that of :
or. This his |

he knew that he was
gaining upon the man whe
unconscioun of the faol that
e awn (be siess aide of
wn !

Tur must ha s slid and |
most mhlm‘m
tom was a dense forest,

which the tratl led back t

woa, after the man had made a
of frantie but fu

:m-od that mt led him to maks o
esperute attempts to
niu’:ummit? l‘oul‘ ﬁ.&' .
down the ravine, or clamber te

vanthge int the other "
ungbl’ eowmfh. Sad

s i

Then he wheeled toward the
angd with the agility of long p
buoked by ages of oliff 1t
hears, ha clambered pa i
At times he was foroed to Jea
nrojecting rock above his
ling out over space as ha drew
self, by mighty bleeps
to the tiny l'tml!lold it lﬂﬁﬂ.
Agaln a mnaried root op 5
crevics alded him ln his ascent,
presently he crawled over the.
and stood ereet once more on

ground. " 1
Nu looked about warlly—there
no slgn of the man or |
Then he examined the ground in
enlurging elrcles, but no apoor
as he sought rewarded his
He had about decided to red
the hottom of the ravine and f
Tur's spoor when, clear and
from the weat, there came to hig
the seream of o woman in 1
And scarce had its first note
upon the air than Nu, the son
waus dashing madly In the direot
the sound,

(To Be Continued.)
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